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Built-in Assistive Technologies that 

are free and easy to use:  

Introductory videos 
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There have been significant upgrades to the major IT platforms over the past five 

years that have transformed accessibility solutions that are built-in and free to use. 

 

Here are some explanatory videos that illustrate the possibilities, from Google and 

Microsoft. 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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Text-to-Speech and Speech-to-Text 

Microsoft Immersive Reader 
Immersive Reader is a service that is built into many of the everyday Microsoft Office 

applications such as Word. It debuted in 2016… meaning earlier versions of Word 

and Microsoft Office will not exhibit its full functionality. 

It comes in two versions: 

• Available in Word, direct from your laptop or PC without an internet 

connection (but with limited functionality) 

• Available in Office 365 (online version of all Microsoft Office products). The 

full power of Immersive Reader is released. This is because the immense 

power of cloud-based processing can be accessed. This version of Immersive 

Reader has been embedded into a wider range of other applications.  

 

Essentially, Immersive Reader is a reading support tool. Not only does it read text 

aloud, also called Text-to-Speech, it improves the readability of information making 

written information more accessible. 

 

 

These options include: 

• Increasing the text size.  

• You can highlight parts of speech in your Word document such as nouns, 

verbs, adjectives and adverbs.  

• Increasing the spacing between words which can make the information easier 

to read – improves readability.  

• A line focus tool help to isolate individual sentences so you can focus on a 

sentence without the distraction of other sentences.  

• A translate tool gives further comprehension supports especially for those 

where English is not a first language.  

• You can select a word and a speaker icon will appear that will sound out that 

word.  

 

These short explanatory videos help to illustrate the power and potential of 

Immersive Reader, whether you are an Office 365 school, whether you deploy 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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Chromebooks, and how accessibility apps like Helperbird enable Immersive Reader 

to be accessible to schools that have invested in Google services for schools. 

How to use the Immersive Reader - making reading more accessible 

Mike Tholfsen’s YouTube channel is an excellent source of guides and explanations 

relating to Microsoft features and applications. 

This particular video explains succinctly the key features of Immersive Reader in 

Office 365. 

 

LINK: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVlXk3BsLVE&ab_channel=MikeTholfsen 

 

Immersive Reader is also available within the Microlink browser Edge 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVlXk3BsLVE&ab_channel=MikeTholfsen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVlXk3BsLVE&ab_channel=MikeTholfsen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVlXk3BsLVE&ab_channel=MikeTholfsen
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LINK: https://youtu.be/qZA2kD95ldk 

  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://youtu.be/qZA2kD95ldk
https://youtu.be/qZA2kD95ldk
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Use Immersive Reader Chrome Extension 
A method to get Immersive Reader as an extension to the ubiquitous Google 

Chrome browser. 

 

A useful technique to get access to Immersive Reader without the fully functional 

Office 365 suite of apps. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://youtu.be/7YWTid3SaRw?t=24
https://youtu.be/7YWTid3SaRw?t=24
https://youtu.be/7YWTid3SaRw?t=25
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What is the Immersive Reader? How do I use it in 
Helperbird? 

Helperbird is an excellent app for schools and for personal use. 

 

 

 

Not only does it have a host of features that make reading and comprehension 

accessible to children and adults with communication difficulties: full access to 

Immersive Reader is available through the app. 

It is worth exploring the paid-for version of Helperbird, and for a school to evaluate 

the cost of a whole-school deployment, especially if the education setting has not 

got (or does not use) Microsoft Office 365.  

The free version of Helperbird has very limited functionality. 

 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMj6a7UvJng&ab_channel=Helperbird
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMj6a7UvJng&ab_channel=Helperbird
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXXRSenvTTg&ab_channel=Helperbird
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMj6a7UvJng&ab_channel=Helperbird
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Immersive Reader in Google Docs with Helperbird 

Google schools can also access all the functionality of Office 365 Immersive Reader 

through Helperbird. 

 

 

  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e8IiRAzrzE&ab_channel=GKTechies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e8IiRAzrzE&ab_channel=GKTechies
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Speech-to-Text in Word 
The Dictate function in Word gets better and better. With a good headset mic and a 

reasonably quiet environment, this functionality can be of great help to some 

learners! 

 

 

Here is a good guide to speech-to-text and transcription in Word.  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://office-watch.com/2023/word-transcribe-recording-to-text/
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Google Accessibility Features 
Google has adopted a different approach to accessibility. It ensures that its platforms 

and products are fully compatible with all third party suppliers of accessibility 

solutions. 

For example, there is no “built-in” text-to-speech functionality in Googledocs. 

However, it enables Screen Readers (such as ChromeVox which is built into 

Chromebooks, NVDA, JAWS, or VoiceOver which is built into Apple iPads) to work 

smoothly when linked to and activated within Googledocs. 

There are, however, some very powerful features built into Google Chrome, such as 

Google Lens, that will work on iPads, as well as Apple and Android mobile phones 

Google Lens: Accessibility Features 

 

Google Lens: What it is and how to use it 

Google Lens is a set of vision-based computing capabilities that can understand what 

your mobile phone’s camera is looking at and use that information to copy or 

translate text, identify objects, explore locales or menus, discover products, find 

visually similar images, and take other useful actions. 

Originally designed for visually impaired users, educators around the world are 

beginning to appreciate its use and application in a much broader learning context. 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/7031755?hl=en
https://www.nvaccess.org/
https://www.freedomscientific.com/products/software/jaws/
https://support.apple.com/guide/ipad/turn-on-and-practice-voiceover-ipad9a246898/ipados
https://edu.google.com/intl/ALL_uk/why-google/accessibility/
https://edu.google.com/intl/ALL_uk/why-google/accessibility/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_nYU9OVCZk&ab_channel=DigitalTrends
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Google Translate  

Google Translate is an extremely powerful free tool, available on laptops, Apple and 

Android mobile devices, online, and offline. 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.aarp.org/home-family/personal-technology/info-2022/translation-apps.html
https://translate.google.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_nYU9OVCZk&ab_channel=DigitalTrends


 

© Microlink Education 2023 
Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0 

 

Start by choosing the languages you want to translate from and to.  

If your chosen language is supported, download the file onto your phone. That way 

you can use the translation features even when you’re offline. 

You have three main ways to use Google Translate: 

• Select Camera to translate the text it sees. 

• Go with Conversation mode to have a bilingual chat with a foreign speaker. 

• Choose Transcribe to translate words and phrases you either utter aloud or 

type. 

 

How to use Google Translate on Android Phone. 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0JQqkKjHZw&ab_channel=TheStuffIUseChannel
https://www.aarp.org/home-family/personal-technology/info-2022/translation-apps.html
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Assisted Vision App for mobile devices 
G4 and G5 connectivity has opened the world of cloud-based services to handheld 

devices and smart phones. And they are free! 

Lookout -Android phones 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility

.reveal&hl=en_GB&gl=US 

SHORT INTRODUCTORY FILM: https://youtu.be/mjJjGqAj0Kc 

Seeing AI -Apple Handsets 

 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/seeing-ai/id999062298 

  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility.reveal&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility.reveal&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://youtu.be/mjJjGqAj0Kc
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/seeing-ai/id999062298
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility.reveal&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/seeing-ai/id999062298
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Apple Accessibility Features 
Apple has a wide range of accessibility features built into their product range. 

This particular one-page PDF gives a wonderful overview of Apple features, with 

hyperlinks to further guides and explanations, such as live captioning, speech-to-text, 

voice control, voice over, gesture control and so much more! 

Reaching all learners with iPad 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://education-static.apple.com/product/reaching-all-learners.pdf

